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Produced by NAKASEC as part of the  
Stand With Families: National AAPI Day of Action Campaign. 

www.nakasec.org | www.standwithfamilies.org | standwithfamilies@nakasec.org  
 

Families across the country have sent in letters to share their stories and 
thoughts on why we need to pass comprehensive immigration reform this 
year. Stand with families by supporting legislation that includes pathway 
to citizenship for undocumented immigrants, preserves the family 
immigration system and keeps all families together.  

Letters came from families, children, citizens and voters from Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, 

Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia and Wisconsin. 
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STAND WITH FAMILIES 
NATIONAL AAPI DAY OF ACTION FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM 

www.standwithfamilies.org 
 

 
 
Co-sponsoring organizations 

• Asian American Justice Center – www.advancingequality.org  
• Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance, AFL-CIO – www.apalanet.org  
• Asian Pacific American Legal Center – www.apalc.org 
• Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement – www.hawaiiancouncil.org  
• Korean American Resource & Cultural Center – www.chicagokrcc.org  
• Korean Resource Center – www.krcla.org  
• National Asian Pacific American Women’s Forum – www.napawf.org  
• National Coalition of Asian Pacific American Community Development - 

www.nationalcapacd.org  
• National Korean American Service & Education Consortium – www.nakasec.org  
• Southeast Asia Resource Action Center – www.searac.org  

 
Endorsers 

• The Alliance of Filipinos for Immigrant Rights and Empowerment 
• The Association of the Advancement of Hmong Women in Minnesota 
• Asian Law Caucus 
• BPSOS – National 
• Cambodian Association of Illinois 
• Chinese American Service Council 
• Coalition for Better Chinese American Community 
• Hanul Family Alliance 
• The Honorable Grace Han Wolf 
• Japanese American Citizens League 
• Korean American Community Services 
• Korean American Women in Need 
• Korean Churches for Community Development 
• Midwest Asian American Students Union 
• Muslim Women Resource Center 
• National Education Association 
• National Federation of Filipino American Associations 
• National Queer Asian Pacific Islander Alliance 
• Thai Community Development Center  
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Younmee Shin 
SEDONA, ARizona 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now. 
 
 

Zhuoyuan qian 
Jonesboro, Arkansas 

 
My name is Zhuoyuan. 
I am from China. I 
moved to Oregon 
when I was 13 years 
old. I am 26 years old 
now. Almost half of 
my life is spent living in 
America and I plan to 
keep living here. My 
life as well as my 
family had changed 
for the better as we 
moved here. I have to 
say that America is a 
land of opportunity. 
People are able to 
achieve their dreams 
if they try and all 
people deserve this 
opportunity! 
 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now. 
 

Thank you for taking 
your time reading this 
letter. 

 

 
MAN OK CHA 

LOS ANGELES, 
California 

 
In 2012, I obtained my 
US Citizenship, and 
was finally able to 
vote.  It was the first 
time in my life that I 
was able to vote for a 
leader that I believed 
in.     After obtaining 
my Citizenship, I have 
petitioned for my 
married son and 
daughter.  However, 
the wait time is over 
15 years! I am over 70 
years old, will I ever 
be able to reunite with 
my children?    

 
 
 

MICHAEL SALAZAR 
Los Angeles, 

CAlifornia 

 
Family reunification is 
a family value. 

 
 

Eunsoo jeong 
Burbank, 

California 
 
My name is Eunsoo 
Jeong. 
 
Currently attending 
San Jose State 
University as half-time 
and working full-time 
in entertainment 
industry. 
 
I came to the United 
States when I was 13 
by myself without 
knowing what status I 
was in for. Living in 
the United States over 
10 years have been 
very difficult, yet it 
pushed me to pursue 
my dream in 
education and career 
today. Great 
supporters have 
helped me to push 
forward and I would 
have never be where I 
am today without 
those support and 
help.  
 
I consider myself as 
Korean-American and 
I want you to 
understand what it 
means for students to 
have government 
support on 
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immigration reform 
can change different 
paths and 
opportunities for 
young immigrants like 
me.  
 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 

Yong Hak Cho 
Los Angeles, 

California 
 
Hello, my name is 
Yong Hak Cho and I 
am 73 years old. 
From 1984 through 
2005, I worked for the 
8th US Army in South 
Korea as a stock 
controller. In 2005, I 
immigrated with my 
wife to the United 
States in 2010, I made 
the decision to 
become a United 
States citizen. My life 
changed in 2008, 
when my daughter, 
So Young, told me 
that her husband 
suddenly passed 
away. Overnight, my 
daughter became a 
single mother living 
with two young 

children in South 
Korea. Life was too 
difficult for So Young 
to care for two young 
children and work full 
time. So Young made 
the painful decision to 
send her children to 
me and my wife. 
Since 2008, my wife 
and I have been our 
two grandchildren, 
Heyon Jin and Heon 
Seo’s guardians. I love 
my grandchildren, 
and they bring so 
much joy in my life, 
however, they miss 
their mother.  
 
I petitioned for my 
daughter in 2008, but 

her petition is still 
pending.  
 
It makes me sad to 
know that my children 
will not have a father, 
but now, they don’t 
even have a mother. I 
urge legislators to 
remember the 
importance of family 
and to reduce the 
backlogs. Also to 
remember to reform 
immigration to include 
a pathway to 
citizenship.  
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Jong Ran Kim 
Los Angeles, 

California 
 
I support CIR as a 
strong foundation for 
our children's future. 
 
 

David Han 
Los Angeles, 

California 
 
I was born in Busan, 
South Korea. My 
father was abusive 
and a drunk. He 
would always come 
home drunk and 
never was really there 
for the family or make 
money to help out. I 
still remember and 
have memories of my 
father abusing my 
mother and 
sometimes me even 
though I was a baby. 
My mom wouldn’t 
handle the domestic 
violence at home 
anymore. She 
decided to move to 
the United States for a 
better life for her and 
for my sister.  
 
We were very poor 
and we couldn’t 
afford to get on a 
plane and fly to the 
United States. She 
found a way from 
Korea to the U.S. The 
trip from Korea to the 
U.S. was very difficult 

for my mom because 
she took me and my 
sister with her. We 
came to the U.S. 
through a ship and a 
cargo truck and we 
came to Los Angeles 
through Mexico. It 
was a very long trip 
and it was a miracle 
that we even made it 
all the way to Los 
Angeles in one piece.  
 
My mom is my hero 
and role model 
because she sacrificed 
herself and everything 
she had to bring us 
here to make sure 
that we have a better 
life. I always thank 
God because without 
his love and support, I 
think I would have 
never made it to the 
U.S. I came to Los 
Angeles, California in 
1998. I was 2 years old 
at the time and we 
had absolutely 
nothing. We had no 
money, no house, and 
no food. Luckily, my 
mom found a friend 
and she took us in for 
year. After we left the 
house we lived in, we 
found a church that a 
family lived in a lived 
there for 2 years and 
we became part of 
that family. That is 
when God became an 
important part of my 
life.  

 
Once my mom got 
settled in, we moved 
out and finally found 
an apartment of our 
own, which was a 
block away from the 
church. We started 
with nothing and now 
we had everything hat 
we needed to live. We 
had a home, food, 
and clothes and 
shoes. My 
immigration status 
never really had an 
effect on me because 
I was young, but my 
mom had a lot of 
worries that we were 
going to get deported 
back to Korea or to 
Mexico.  
 
There was a time 
when I thought we 
were going to get 
deported. I was 10 
years old at the time 
and I had a babysitter 
because my mom 
worked at night. My 
babysitter 
disappeared in the 
middle of the night 
and left me and my 
sister alone. My sister 
always had 
nightmares at night 
and woke up crying. I 
never knew how to 
stop it and so the 
neighbors called the 
cops on us and me, 
and my mom, and my 
sister went to the 
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police station. Luckily, 
we came out safely. 
When I was 5, I broke 
my arm and I had to 
go to the hospital. I 
was taken to USC 
hospital and got 
surgery. 
We were 
poor, had 
no health 
care, and 
couldn’t 
afford to 
pay for the 
medical bill, 
but the 
USC 
hospital 
took care 
of our 
medical 
bills and 
paid it for 
us instead. 
We were 
grateful 
and 
thankful for 
their 
generosity. This was 
another miracle that I 
am grateful for.  
 
Up until high school, I 
didn’t know what an 
immigrant was or if I 
was even an 
immigrant. I was just 
living my life like 
everybody else 
without worrying 
about my status. In 
my junior year in high 
school, I learned that I 
was an immigrant and 

that I wasn’t like 
everybody else. I 
couldn’t get a job, 
drive, or go to 
college. I lost hope in 
everything and gave 
up on everything. I 

thought that no 
matter how hard I 
tried, I wasn’t going to 
get into a good 
college because I was 
undocumented. I 
started slacking off in 
school and I skipped 
school for a month. 
Once I found out 
about a non-profit 
organization called 
Korean Resource 
Center through my 
friend Helen Cho, I 
started getting my 

hopes up and my 
motivation back. I 
found out I wasn’t the 
only immigrant and 
that there were many 
other people who 
were in the same 

position as 
me. At first, I 
was really 
nervous to tell 
my friends 
and the 
people at KRC 
that I was an 
immigrant 
because I 
thought they 
would judge 
me or single 
me out 
because I was 
not a citizen. 
When I finally 
got the 
courage to tell 
my friends 
and KRC that I 
was an 
immigrant, 

they welcomed me 
with open hearts and 
arms. It felt like I was 
a part of the KRC 
family. A fellow KRC 
member and friend 
(Kevin Lee) helped me 
when I was lost and 
didn’t know anything 
about immigration. 
He supported me and 
helped me see the 
bright side of life and 
status. He said 
“Whatever you set 
yourself out to and as 
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long as you work 
hard, opportunities 
will always ben open.” 
 
KRC helped me a lot 
with my immigration 
status and also helped 
me with my DACA. 
My DACA finally 
arrived and I believe 
that I can achieve 
anything if I work 
hard for it. I really 
want to thank my 
friends that are 
always there for me 
and support me and 
the people who 
supported me til this 
day and still 
continuing to support 
me. I truly want to 
thank my mom for 
bringing me into this 
world and raising me 
til this day. I have high 
hopes and goals for 
my future and I 
support immigration 
reform. I believe that 
kids who have came 
to the U.S. at a young 
age should get the 
same education and 
life of a U.S. citizen. 
 

 
YOUNG NAM CHOI 

Van Nuys, 
CAlifornia 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to support 
comprehensive 
immigration reform. 
 

My family- my 
husband, me and my 
two sons has been 
waiting for decades 
to get working 
permits and legal 
statues. My elder son 
graduated university 
without any support 
or any scholarship 
from any. My 
younger son is in 
college now. They 
have faced many 
hardship but, have 
win every challenge.  
We are law abiding 
citizen of USA. 
 
My sons will become 
great builders of USA. 
They want to 
challenge to their 
future. Please open 
door, so they will pour 
their energy on this 
soil. 
 
Please support 
immigration reform. 
 
Thank you.  
 
 

Joseph Park 
San Francisco, 

California 
 
My siblings are the 
very definition of 
family for me. We 
laugh, cry, joke, and 
scream at each other 
on a daily basis, but at 
the end of it we have 
no one else we can 

rely on as heavily as 
we rely on one 
another. The brief 
moment I was back in 
Atlanta, GA from 
college was great 
because I got to see 
these two munchkins 
again. 
 

 
 

 
TIMOTHY HUEY 

Oakland, 
CAlifornia  

 
I support immigration 
reform that is broadly 
inclusive of siblings, 
adult married 
children, binational 
same-sex couples, 
undocumented 
immigrants and those 
rehabilitated after 
being convicted of 
crimes. Our 
immigration system is 
broken and that 
pushes people into 
difficult situations that 
often lead to 
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becoming 
undocumented. 

 
This is not a new 
phenomena. In the 
1920s and 1930s my 
grandfathers came to 
this country 
undocumented 
because of the 
discriminatory 
immigration system 
under the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882. 
One became a small 
business owner, the 
other served this 
country in the US 
Army and both raised 
families that have 
become teachers, 
engineers, social 
workers. 
 
Now, I as one of their 
grandchildren work as 
a community 
advocate for the 
Asian American 
Pacific Islander 
community in San 
Francisco. I am 
standing up for 
immigrants' rights, just 
as others stood up for 
my grandparents' 
rights in the past. 
 
 

Jin Yoon 
Torrance, 
California 

 
My name is Jin Yoon 
and I am a 14-year-
old 8th grader from 

Torrance, CA. This 
immigration event in 
DC is important 
because I know many 
people who are 
immigrants 
themselves. With this 
event I hope that 
immigrants will be 
able to live just as 
normally and safely as 
other citizens. 
Immigration is 
important to me 
personally because I 
have known multiple 
people who were 
immigrants 
themselves. My own 
friend during 
elementary school 
was an 
undocumented 
immigrant. It is for 
people like her that I 
hope immigration 
reform will be passed 
quickly. This is not the 
first immigration event 
that I have attended; I 
traveled to Arizona 
several years ago in a 
tour bus along with 
dozens of others to 
attend an immigration 
march in 100-degree 
weather and I also 
went to DC even 
before then to drum in 
the streets with my 
drumming troupe to 
rally for immigration 
reform along with 
50,000 others. I am 
hoping that this event 
will reunite Asian 

American families 
who have been 
separated due to 
immigration 
problems. Living in 
America should not be 
such a challenge. I 
also believe that 
children, teenagers, 
and young adults are 
the main group of 
people who will be 
able to change our 
government. The 
children of today will 
one day become the 
senator, governor, or 
even president of 
tomorrow. Children 
make the biggest 
difference; they may 
not have the loudest 
voice, but they have 
the most powerful. To 
the members of 
Congress, I would like 
to say that 
immigration is not an 
issue that should be 
treated step-by-step. 
Everyday, thousands 
of innocent people 
are dragged out of 
their homes into 
countries which they 
have probably never 
stepped foot in for 
decades. Immigration 
needs to be corrected 
now, and it is with 
your support that it 
will be possible. 
 
 

JANE SEON 
IRVINE, California 
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My sister and I are like 
two peas in a pod.   
There is no one like my 
sister who supports 
me and encourages 
me unconditionally.  I 
am going to DC to 
rally in support of 
family unity.  No one 
should be separated 
from their loved ones. 
 
 
 

Zu Kim 
Whittier, 

California 
 
Please do your best to 
pass humane 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year! Please stand 
with families!  
 
Thank you! 
 
 

Na Young Kim 
La Crescenta, 

California 
 
I’ve always been 
placed in the middle, 
regardless of the cost 
or burden and my 
parents have sacrified 
everything for me 
with a smile on their 
faces.  
 
As an immigrant, I 
had never noted a 
difference between 
my fellow peers and I; 

we enjoyed the same 
music, devoured the 
same foods, and even 
had the same 
terminologies and 
dialect. I was 
naturalized by 
America, and always 
considered California 
to be my home.  
 
When I first learned 
the truth about my 
situation, I cannot 
describe the shock 
that flooded my mind 
and soul. To discover I 
was not only different, 
but also estranged 
from my fellow peers 
struck a chord within, 
one which was harsh 
and dissonant. The 
reality was that one 
day, my visa expired. 
But I stayed blissfully 
ignorant of this fact 
and remained so until 
sophomore year, 
when my parents 
unexpectedly 
confronted me about 
my situation. 
Suddenly, I was an 
“undocumented 
student” or less 
eloquently deemed by 
the state, an “illegal 
immigrant.” Hearing 
these words crushed 
my spirit. It felt so 
unfair to be rejected 
from the only place I 
had ever known to be 
home.  
 

Perhaps this is the 
reason my parents 
were never strict; they 
encouraged discipline 
but nothing was ever 
forced upon me that I 
had not wished so 
myself. Although they 
did not fully 
comprehend the 
American culture, and 
thus me, my mother 
and father did 
everything in their 
power to support me. 
They labored day and 
night to provide me 
with the “American 
Dream” that they 
never had. In return, I 
worked diligently to 
excel both in school 
and in my community 
and to cultivate the 
passions I discovered 
along the way. And I 
also discovered love. 
This love is what 
transformed my 
shame into 
determination, for my 
status would not deter 
me from success. I 
began applying 
myself to life instead 
of distancing away 
from it in fear that it’d 
be torn away from 
me. By dismissing this 
fear, I also embraced 
my Korean pride and 
culture, for I realize it 
is a part of me that 
resonates not just 
externally, but in 
every fiber of my 
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being. I now 
acknowledge the 
blessings in my life 
rather than the 
struggles, both of 
which has shaped me 
to be the person I am 
today, the person 
who is self-assured 
and assumes a single 
identity: herself.  
 
 

 
Hyepin Im 

Los Angeles, 
California 

 
We need 
comprehensive 
immigration reform to 
move our country 
forward and help so 
many people out of 
darkness. I want to 
also encourage family 
reunification to 
include siblings. 
 
 

Kathy 
Khommarath 

Los Angeles, CA 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 
 

Tim Lambert 
Los Angeles, CA 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 
 

Ju Hong 
Alameda, 

California 
 
My name is Ju Hong, 
and I am 23-years 
old. Recently I 
graduated from UC 
Berkeley with a 
degree in Political 
Science and I’m 
currently pursuing a 
master’s degree in 
public administration 
at San Francisco 
State University. 
 
I was born in South 
Korea on October 
23rd, 1989. In South 
Korea, my parents 
had a Japanese 

restaurant in 
downtown Seoul. Due 
to the economic 
recession, my parents 
hardly made any 
income from our 
business.  
 
Shortly thereafter, my 
parented filed for 
bankruptcy. In the  
 
following year, my 
mother and father 
decided to divorce. 
After that, I lived with 
my mother and my 
older sister, barely 
able to afford to buy 
food and a place to 
stay in South Korea.  
 
In 2001, my mother 
made a bold decision 
– she decided to 
move to the United 
States to seek a better 
life for my sister and 
me. However, once 
we arrived in the 
United States, we 
faced a different set 
of challenges.  
 
As a single parent, it 
was hard for my 
mother to raise my 
sister and me in a new 
country. She worked 
twelve hours a day, 
seven days a week, 
sacrificing her time 
and energy to support 
my education and 
provide food on the 
table ach day. She 
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was and still is 
exhausted and 
overwhelmed after 
work.  
 
Like my mom, my 
sister works full-time. 
Until recently she 
attended community 
college at the same 
time but because of 
financial difficulties, 
she had to drop out. 
My sister 
had the 
chance to 
attend 
more 
prestigious 
college and 
universities. 
Instead, she 
is 27 years 
old and 
working 
two shifts 
at a 
restaurant, 
mopping 
floors, and washing 
dishes, while her 
friends are 
experiencing college 
life.  
 
Ever since I moved to 
this country. I grew up 
just like many other 
American students. I 
went to public school, 
spoke English, joined 
student groups, and 
participated in sports 
team. Most 
importantly, I had a 

dream – a dream to 
go to college.  
 
During my senior year 
in high school, I was 
filling out a college 
application that asked 
for a social security 
number. Since I didn’t 
know what to write, I 
asked my mom about 
my social security 
number. Her response 

left me with confusion. 
I learned that my 
family had overstayed 
a tourist visa from 
South Korea. We were 
undocumented 
immigrants.  
 
At first, I didn’t know 
what it meant to be 
undocumented until I 
realized I was unable 
to get a job, obtain a 
driver’s license, or 
receive any 
governmental 
financial aid. Worst of 
all, I was and still am 

at risk of being 
deported at any given 
period of time.  
 
Knowing that I have 
limited opportunities 
due to my 
immigration status, I 
felt discouraged to 
continue to pursue a 
higher education. But 
as I remembered how 
my mother sacrificed 

her time 
and energy 
to support 
my 
education, I 
decided to 
stand strong 
and 
reaffirm my 
dreams of 
attending 
college 
once more.  
 
In enrolled 
at Laney 

College in Oakland 
under state law 
AB540, which allow 
undocumented 
students to attend 
public universities and 
pay in-state tuition. 
After two years at 
Laney College, I 
graduated with a 3.8 
GPA before I 
transferred to the 
school of my dream: 
UC Berkeley.  
 
At UC Berkeley, I ran 
for student 
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government senator 
and was elected as 
the very first 
undocumented 
student government 
senator in UC Berkeley 
history.  
 
My goal is to work in 
a nonprofit 
organization, 
providing services and 
resources to 
underprivileged 
immigrant 
communities. 
Ultimately, I simply 
wanted to live a 
decent life in this 
country with my 
family. And my only 
intention is to 
contribute to make 
this great nation a 
better place.  
 
 

Min Yoon 
Torrance, 
California 

 
My name is Min Yoon, 
a 6th grader from 
Torrance, California. 
Right now, 
immigration reform is 
a growing issue in 
America. This event in 
DC is a huge step to 
express our concern 
about this issue. I 
don’t think it really 
matters what age, 
gender, or race you 
are, but as long as 
you’re trying to seek 

for a better society, it 
shouldn’t matter. As a 
young student with 
immigrants as 
parents, I once tried 
to get people to sign a 
petition to let an 
undocumented family 
stay in this country. 
Especially for the two 
undocumented 
students, this was the 
only place they’ve 
lived their entire lives, 
but were about to be 
forced to leave, just 
because they were 
born somewhere else. 
It’s a bit scary if you 
think about it. If you 
don’t think so, then 
picture yourself living 
in exile, hoping that 
nobody recognizes 
you, feeling like a 
nobody, just because 
some people thought 
you were……. 
different? Even some 
of my own friends 
experience this. We 
need a permanent 
solution to help not 
only the DREAMers, 
but all the immigrants 
to have the 
opportunity to fully 
contribute to our 
country. When I think 
about this country, I 
think about all the 
immigrants who have 
to go through many 
hardships. I want to at 
least think of my own 
country as a country 

that’s been through a 
number of hardships, 
but flourished in the 
end by passing the 
immigration reform. 
 
 

Ok Sook Hong 
Los Angeles, 

California 
 
My name is Ok Sook 
Hong and I was born 
in North Korea in 1936. 
When I was twelve, 
my mother, older 
sister, two younger 
brothers, and I walked 
for days from the 
North to South Korea. 
We left my father 
behind with the 
expectation that he 
would rejoin us within 
weeks.  Instead, the 
Korean War broke 
out. Since that time, 
until today, for over 
60 years, I have had 
no communication 
with my father. I do 
not know if my father 
is still alive or passed 
away, and if he died, 
how or when.  
Whenever there is a 
family gathering, we 
start with a prayer 
and I can’t help but 
cry. As we put our 
hands together and 
say the words: “Our 
father,” I think of both 
God in Heaven but 
also my own loving 
father. I immigrated 
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to the U.S. so I could 
stay close to my 
mother and brothers 
and sisters. It was 
thanks to my brother 
who sponsored me 
that my family was 
able to come. 
I have lost contact 
with most of my 
family in North Korea 
and that is why the 
family I have now 
means 
everything 
to me. 
When you 
lose 
someone 
precious, 
you 
appreciate 
who you 
still 
have. That 
is why I 
chose to 
come to 
the U.S. but 
it was not an easy 
choice. Because of the 
limits on visas for 
adult children, I had to 
leave behind my 
oldest son who was 22 
years of age. I 
remember the day we 
said goodbye to my 
son at the airport. I 
cried the entire plane 
ride. My family 
arrived in Chicago in 
1988. For 5 years I had 
to wait until my son 
was able to join us. 

Until that time, 
whenever we 
gathered to eat, I 
always prayed with 
the words “Oh 
Father,” and “Please 
take care of my Hak 
Joong.” And then I 
wept. 
From the time I 
arrived in America, 
my two brothers 
helped me establish a 

new life here --- 
everything from 
finding a place to live 
to my first job. After 
working for many 
years in a factory and 
with the support of 
my brothers, I was 
able to get a loan and 
start a small business. 
After ten years, we 
bought our first home. 
I paid taxes every 
year and contributed 
to the local economy 
by creating new jobs. 

This is all because of 
my brothers’ support. 
I hear now that the 
family immigration 
system will remove 
the sibling based visa 
category. My life is an 
example of why 
siblings are an 
important part of the 
American family. My 
siblings protect me, 
care for me, and 

bring joy to my 
life. I cherish 
the moments I 
have with my 
brothers and 
sister; we 
always gather 
for 
Thanksgiving 
and other 
holidays and 
we find great 
happiness in 
watching our 
children grow 
up together. 

Korean Americans 
have endured painful 
separations as a result 
of the Korean War 
and because Korea is 
a divided nation 
today. Millions of 
families have been 
separated for more 
than 60 years. In this 
country that I now call 
home, I pledge to do 
what I can to make 
sure that the 
immigration system 
will uphold the uniting 
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of families by 
protecting the existing 
family visa categories. 
 

 
Justin Valas 

Denver, Colorado 
 
Asian Americans have 
a vested interest in an 
inclusive reform to our 
broken immigration 
system. One that 
keeps families 
together. One that 
does not penalize 
families and bi-
national couples. One 
that recognizes the 
strength of our 
communities does not 
come just from STEM-
degree holders, but 
from our families and 
members of our 
communities. One that 
does not ""clear the 
backlog"" by 
penalizing folks who 
are both ""in the 
backlog"" and here 
and undocumented. 
One that recognizes 
the distinct needs of 

diverse immigrant 
communities beyond 
just the primary 
narratives popular in 
the press and talking 
points. 
 
Our communities have 
felt the disparate 
impact of an 
immigration system 
that doesn't work 
since the 1882 Chinese 
Exclusion Act and 
subsequent laws 
banning the entry of 
people like me on 
racial grounds. We 
have been the targets 
of exclusion, 
deportation, quotas 
and caps. We have 
seen our communities 
torn apart, alongside 
other immigrant 
communities, for far 
too long. Our 
communities are 
heavily impacted by 
error ridden systems 
like e-verify and s-
comm. The problems 
that our communities 
face in immigration 
today have been a 
build up of more than 
a century of 
discriminatory 
disfunction. This is a 
chance to start 
righting that and 
making a better 
system for us all. 
 
My grandmother was 
only able to 

immigrate to this 
country after the 1952 
easing of restrictions 
on Japanese (and 
other East Asian) 
immigration. My 
grandfather was the 
son of immigrants and 
served in the US Army 
during WWII, Korea, 
and Vietnam. We are 
part of the fabric of 
our community and 
this country. 
 
We watch as 
members of our 
community are stuck 
in disturbingly long 
backlogs in the 
immigration system. 
We see members of 
our community here 
and undocumented 
because the system 
has no path for them 
to be recognized by 
the government as the 
important members 
of our communities 
that they are. We are 
talking about parents, 
grandparents, 
children, business 
owners, child care 
professionals, medical 
care professionals, 
low-income and 
working folks 
struggling to make the 
most of the American 
dream that is 
promised in our public 
narratives. These are 
people who face 
separation from their 
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family under the fear 
of deportation for just 
trying to make a life 
for themselves. These 
are people who are 
waiting for a chance 
to see their loved ones 
again. These are 
people who struggle 
every day to make 
the most of what this 
country can be- and 
Asian Americans like 
myself and countless 
others are calling on 
you to make sure that 
they are finally given 
the recognition that 
they have already 
earned by being here 
and helping to build 
this country and our 
communities. 
 
 

Je Yon Jung 
Washington, D.C. 

 
My sons are children 
and grandchildren of 
immigrants from 
Korea and El 
Salvador. We need 
CIR for all of today's 
and tomorrow's 
children! The time is 
now! 
 
 

Grace Park 
Washington, D.C.  

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 

this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 
 

The JACL 
Washington, D.C. 

 
"While there were 
many positive 
improvements made 
to the bill in the last 
two days, including a 
streamlined pathway 
to citizenship for 
undocumented 
peoples, provisions 
that outlawed racial 
profiling laws similar 
to Arizona's SB1070, 
and protection for 
refugees and asylum-
seekers, the Japanese 
American Citizens 
League (JACL) is 
disappointed in the 
lack of support for 
family reunification. 
 
By eliminating the 
category for U.S. 
citizens to sponsor 
their siblings for 
immigrant visas and 
restricting the existing 
category for married 
children of U.S. 
citizens to include only 
children 30 years of 
age and younger, the 
bill continues to 
uphold harsh barriers 
for immigrants. 
Additionally, the bill 
fails to extend its 
rights to LGBTQ 

immigrant families 
and couples. By 
constraining the 
definition of family 
and voting no on 
Hirono 10, the JACL 
feels that the bill fails 
to recognize many 
realities that need the 
improvements the bill 
attempts to put into 
effect. 
 
 
Jocelyn H. Bruce, 

MD 
Lauderdale Lakes, 

Florida 
 
I am writing to urge 
you to support 
comprehensive 
immigration reform. 
Many of our friends 
and acquaintances 
have been waiting for 
decades to get 
reunited with their 
families. These are 
educated immigrants 
who are working and 
contributing to the US 
economy, and are not 
a burden to society. 
 
 

Harendra Singh 
Ocoee, Florida 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
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longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 
 

Enrique “Dick” 
Aquino 

Jacksonville, 
Florida 

 
As your active 
constituent and of 
Filipino Heritage, 
Combat Related 
Special Compensation 
100% Permanent 
Disabled American 
Veteran and a 
Volunteer Veterans 
Advocate and Vice 
President of Asian 
Pacific American 
Historical Society 
Southern Region, 
Member of Asian 
American Federation 
of Florida, WHAAPI 
active advocate. That 
I am asking your 
support of this Family  
Reunification Bill.  
 
 

Hannah Choe 
Lawrenceville, 

Georgia 
 
I came to America 
when I was 5 years-
old and my brother 
when he had just 
turned 1. I discovered 
our illegal status when 
I was a sophomore in 
high school trying to 
apply for a job. I was 
then told that college 

was impossible for the 
likes of me and I gave 
up on my dreams 
because the 
probability of it 
happening was zero 
to none. My family 
was struggling then; 
they could not 
support me and 
neither did I expect 
them to.  
 
It became really hard 
for me but I can't say 
that I wasn't happy 
because I found 
something extremely 
precious and worth 
giving up my life for. I 
love America. I now 
recognize that I am 
an alien living in a 
generous land and 
would like to 
contribute also what 
my parents couldn't 
give back to the 
community. Because I 
know I can only keep 
what I'm willing to 
give away. 
 
Thank you very much 
for your time. I pray 
that God will continue 
to bless this country 
and its people living 
here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alexis Ruiz 
Acworth, Georgia 
 
My mother raised my 
two sisters and I on 
her own. After 
overstaying her 
student visa, she 
became 
undocumented and 
we all felt the 
repercussions. My 
mother’s job options 
were very limited, but 
our struggles forged 
our bond and helped 
us become stronger, 
more independent 
women. 
Today, we continue 
communicating each 
other’s joys, sorrows, 
and laughter. I am 
grateful for the 
sacrifice mom made 
to offer my sister’s 
and me the world. 
There’s a lot of 
misinformation out 
there that hides the 
reality that people 
come to the US to 
work hard and give 
back above all else. 
Humanity is always 
looking to give their 
family the absolute 
best. Immigrants are 
no different. My 
family is no different. 
Somos mujeres. 
Somos inmigrantes. 
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Keish Kim 

Roswell, Georgia 
 
Often in the pro-
immigrant political 
rhetoric, people point 
fingers at my parents 
for their decision to 
move to the US, in 
order to legitimate my 
[undocumented] 
existence in this 
country. 
 
While points at me, 
they say, “This 
innocent child had no 
choice but to follow 
her parents,” shaming 
my mom and dad for 
the years I lived in this 
country, “illegally.” 
 
To win votes, to 
“protect” my filtered-
prized goals and 
dreams, they shove 
my parents behind 
doors, shaming their 
struggles, silencing 
their existence.  
 
But they are wrong.  
 
My family moved 
here as one.  
 
I am here with my 
dreams and goals 
because of my 
parents.  
 
I am breathing here 
today, right this 

moment, because of 
my family.  
 
We support each 
other, we move 
together, we dream 
together, and we fight 
for each other every-
single-day. 
 
My family’s 
experience, my 
immigrant story is of 
one collective 
struggle; filled with 
love, tears, cries and 
laughter’s that belong 
to my mom, my dad, 
and my brother.  
 
If you want to talk 
about my DREAMS, 
you cannot isolate my 
family.  
 
I am dreaming, 
hoping, and fighting 
for a better future, 

because of my mom, 
my dad, and my 
brother. I am nothing 
without my family and 
they are my 
everything.  
 
 

Alice Chung 
Duluth, georgia 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 
 

Yoshi 
SupperHyuga 

Douglasville, 
Georgia 

 
My mom is an 
immigrant who has 
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been living in America 
for almost two years. 
Her immigration story 
includes domestic 
violence, single 
parenting, and scarce 
amounts of resources 
and help. Please 
consider reforming 
immigration, 
especially for 
vulnerable families. 
 
 

Ursula Lentine 
Atlanta, Georgia 

 
This was taken in the 
early 1940’s. Our 
family has immigrated 
from Sicily four 
generations ago. It 
started with two 
brothers. Little by little 
we arrived, 
established ourselves 
by working hard and 
saving money to get 
the next relative here. 
My grandmother’s 

family had a local 
grocery store with 
mostly fresh produce. 
Some of our family 
got into trouble, but 
for the most part we 
kept ourselves in good 
standing. We stayed 
close to each other 
and loved living in 
America. Some of my 
uncles served in the 
military. The first 
American born 
generation did not 
speak the Italian 
language, it was 
shameful at the time 
to be a foreigner, so 
we adapted by 
speaking English as 
much as possible. We 
have researched and 
found our family crest 
and we love all things 
Italian in honor of 
our ancestors making 
their way over here.  
 
 

Doorae Shin, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

 
I am a citizen of the 
United States, and the 
most inspiring, 
motivated people I 
have met in this 
country are 
undocumented. Often 
at no fault of their 
own, these students, 
children, and families, 
live in fear and 
uncertainty. 
Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform 
would provide relief 
for those people and 
move American 
forward by putting 
human rights and 
education above fear 
and discrimination.  
 
 

Wayne Tanaka 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 

 
Immigration policies 
justified by fear, 
misinformation, and 
scapegoating of 
working class people 
and minorities will only 
further lead our 
nation into decline. 
Please take a stand 
against broken 
families and 
oppressed minorities 
in Americaʻs 
neighborhoods, by 
passing humane and 
family-focused 
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immigration reform.  
Please do not allow 
the fears of provincial 
but vocal political 
outliers drive our 
country into further 
social and economic 
disarray.   
 
Research has shown 
that the shift to 
stricter deportation 
policies may have led 
to the proliferation of 
broken families and 
the resulting ghetto 
neighborhoods, angry 
youth, and poor 
working conditions 
that have grown over 
the last 3 decades.  If 
""illegal"" immigration 
is a concern, please 
take a hard look at 
how our foreign 
policies may alleviate 
the conditions of our 
poorest neighbors -- 
many of whom may 
have suffered to the 
United Statesʻ benefit 
as a direct result of 
our short-sighted and 
antiquated 
approaches to foreign 
policy and economics. 
This is the root of the 
problem; this is the 
heart of the issue.   
 
In the meantime, let us 
not abide the suffering 
of so many innocent 
people that are more 
law-abiding, hard-

working, and 
engaged with our 
larger community 
than their U.S. 
""citizen"" 
counterparts can 
claim to be, yet who 
are inadvertently 
targeted in the 
colossal effort to drive 
out the mythical 
""illegal alien"" whose 
mere presence is 
somehow supposed to 
threaten our 
economic and moral 
foundation 
(notwithstanding the 
fact that in terms of 
wealth distribution, 
there are a much 
more clearly 
identifiable and 
powerful 1% that pose 
a much more 
collective if unrealized 
threat than the rest of 
us, immigrants 
included). 
 
 

Christine Ayson 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

 
I am a part of these 
immigrant people, 
that if not given a 
chance before, I 
wouldn't achieve 
whatever success I 
have now & would not 
be a part of the 
productive citizen that 
America needed. I am 
writing to urge you 
(members of 

congress) to stand 
with families & pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. 
 
I was lucky that I met 
someone who not 
only married me & 
gave me a quicker 
pathway to citizenship 
but also a family & 
children I am very 
proud of and I am 
proud to say they will 
all become a very 
productive citizens of 
this country. One of 
my children just 
graduated from his 
PHD degree with 
honors in Pharmacy & 
will continue the 
business legacy I have 
started. One also 
graduated with 
Masters degree in 
Forensics. The rest of 
my family will soon 
follow graduating 
with honors in the field 
of medicine (M.D. 
degree, Masters in 
Physical / sports 
Medicine, etc). 
 
Not all though, can 
get an easy pathway 
like I have. So I am 
urging the congress to 
give a chance to the 
people that is waiting. 
They have waited for 
so long. Please give 
them a chance. 
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Nebula Li 

Chicago, Illinois 
 
My family parents 
immigrated here from 
Hong Kong, and my 3 
older siblings were 
born in Canada and 
Saudi Arabia - I’m the 
first born here.  In 
August 2012, my mom 
had a stroke, 
immobilizing her left 
side.  This picture was 
taken only 2-3 months 
after her stroke.  With 
a lot of help from the 
folks at the Rehab 
Institute of Chicago, 
she was able to walk 
through parts of the 
planetarium with a 
cane, although she 
was in a wheelchair 
for most of it. I’m 
proud of this picture 
because it shows how 
strong my mom has 
become despite her 
stroke, and how 
strong immigrant 
mothers and 
immigrant women 
can be. 
 
 

Cindy Son 
Chicago, Illinois 

 
My grandfather came 
to the U.S because his 
brother invited him. 
They first lived in New 
Jersey. My mom came 

to the State little late 
through my  
 
grandfather’s petition. 
Later, my  
grandparents retired 
and came to live in 
Chicago. They lived in 
the same apartment 
with me. Both my 
parents had to work 
and I grew up in 
lovely care of my 
grandparents. When I 
got home from 
school, it was my 
grandmother  who 
greeted me and fed 
me. I learned Korean 
from them. My little 
brother even learn 
how to play “go-
stop”, Korean poker, 
from them. I love my 
family. Without them, 
life in the U.S would 
be totally different. I 
heard that the Senate 
immigration bill didn’t 
allow U.S citizen to 
invite their brothers 
and sisters. If that was 
the case, my 
grandfather couldn’t 
come to the U.S, thus I 
won’t be here. 
 
 

Kim Navoa 
Chicago, Illinois 

 
Lola Sianing (great 
aunt) immigrated to 
the U.S. with us to visit 
her sister, my Lola. My 
parents worked long 

hours when my sisters 
& I were children – my 
mom cooked for 
wealthy families and 
my dad drove a 
delivery van for hours 
each day, and both 
always came home 
exhausted. Lola 
Sianing was the first 
person we saw when 
we got home. She 
made us merienda 
when we got home 
from school, she took 
care of us when we 
were sick, and took 
care of the house. She 
treated my sisters & I 
as her own, and was 
so selfless when so 
much was asked of 
her into her old age. 
She moved to 
Louisiana in the 
summer of 2003 to 
live with another sister 
when I was 12. In 
summer 2007 when 
we planned to visit her 
for the first time, she 
passed away.  
 
Auntie Ne is the sister 
of my Daddy-Ku 
(Ma’s dad). When I 
was 8 or 9, Daddy-Ku 
passed away in the 
Philippines and left a 
large sum of money 
and belongings to my 
mom and our family. 
Unhappy relatives 
threatened to call 
immigration on us. 
The night we found 
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this out, all 7 of us (my 
parents, sisters, Lola, 
Lola Sianing, & myself) 
packed whatever we 
could carry and 
hopped on the 
soonest Greyhound to 
California, leaving our 
lives behind. We were 
terrified, though my 
parents hid their 
panic well and 
stayed strong for 
us. Auntie Ne took 
us into her home for 
a month, caring for 
us until it was 
deemed safe for us 
to return home. No 
matter how busy 
she was and no 
matter how 
inconvenient it must 
have been to care 
for 7 people in a 
small house, she did 
everything she 
could to make sure 
we felt at home and 
comfortable. 
 
Lola was the whole 
reason we came to 
the U.S. in the first 
place. She was a 
travel agent in the 
Philippines and raised 
my mom on her own 
after her & my 
Daddy-Ku separated. 
She immigrated to the 
U.S. before us in order 
to escape an abusive 
partner and started 
working for a family in 
Highland Park, Illinois. 

She spent her week 
living with them and 
her weekends at 
home with us. I still 
remember being 
excited for Friday 
nights as a child, 
knowing my Lola was 
coming home. She 

balanced taking care 
of another family and 
helping take care of 
ours. She passed 
away when I was 11 in 
September 2002.  
 
My Ma, the best Ma 
in the entire world. 
She, along with my 
Pa, made the decision 
to bring our family to 
the U.S. and made the 

decision to stay after 
Daddy-Ku, her father 
and legal permanent 
resident at the time, 
promised that he 
would petition us after 
he gained his 
citizenship. After he 
passed away the year 

he was set to 
become a citizen, 
we had no legal 
pathway to 
citizenship. At this 
point, my parents 
had built a life for 
us already and 
chose to stay 
away. Since we’ve 
been here, my 
mom has worked 
for numerous 
families, cooking 
and cleaning in 
order to provide us 
with a comfortable 
life. Ma went 
above and beyond 
to provide for our 
family. She taught 
me about the 
importance of 
education, hard 

work, and kindness. I 
wouldn’t be the 
person I am today 
without her, and I 
wouldn’t have 
accomplished half the 
things I have without 
her guidance, 
support, and love. She 
never fails to make 
me want to be a 
better person and go 
for the gold. 
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Everything I do in life, I 
do for her and Pa.  
 
My sisters, KC and 
Carla. These two 
women have helped 
me into the who I am. 
Starting at a young 
age, KC has filled both 
mine and Carla’s 
worlds with music, 
movies, and books we 
wouldn’t have been 
exposed to otherwise. 
She helped us develop 
our own interest in 
art, painting in our 
basement for hours at 
a time in high school. 
She continues to 
expose Carla and I to 
her current favorite 
things, just as she did 
when we were kids.  
 
Carla has helped me 
grow in so many 
ways. She inspired me 
with her strength and 
courage to come out 
of the shadows and 
reclaim being 
undocumented as 
part of her identity 
without shame. She’s 
encouraged me to 
become more 
education about 
social justice issues 
and to speak out 
against injustice 
whenever I see it. 
Without her, our 
whole family would 
still be in the shadows 

living in fear. She 
changed that.  
 
I am the combined 
effort of these 
phenomenal women 
(and Pa, of course). 
They’ve taught and 
continue to teach me 
how to be a wiser, 
more critical, and 
most importantly, 
loving person.  
 
 

Nelson Benitez 
Chicago, ILlinois 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now. 
 
 

Brandon Lee 
Chicago, ILlinois 

 
During World War II, 
my Japanese 
American family was 
put into an internment 
camp in Minidoka, 
Idaho. After camp my 
grandmother, her 
husband, many 
members of their 
families, as well as 
thousands of other 
interned Japanese 
Americans moved to 
Chicago.  
 
My grandmother had 
five children, and her 
siblings had children 
of their own. “Family” 
cannot be defined so 
narrowly as simply 
mother, father, sisters 
and brothers — their 
children were raised 
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by an extended 
network of 
grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, cousins, older 
siblings, and friends.  
 
My family (both 
immediate and 
extended), along with 
other Japanese 
American families, 
together formed 
a vibrant community 
that held camp 
reunion picnics, 
served on school 
PTAs, joined churches, 
and sustained 
community 
organizations, all of 
which built upon 
family circles.  
No individual can do it 
alone. It takes a 
family, and it takes a 
community. Keep 
families together, 
keep communities 
together, and that will 
keep America moving 
forward.  
 
 

Jennifer Y. Lee 
Chicago, ILlinois 

 
I immigrated to 
Chicago, IL as a nurse 
and petitioned for my 
mom and my sisters. 
Being able to 
celebrate holidays 
together means a lot 

to us because we 
know what being 
separated feels like. 
We treasure every 
word, every touch, 
every laughter, and 
every minute of our 
annual family 
gatherings. 
 
 

Mariuxi Benitez 
Chicago, ILlinois 

 
My kids are 
Ecuadorian, Mexican 
and Guatemalan. I 
would do anything for 
them. Mothers and 
families deserve CIR 
that is just and without 
conditions. We need 
that now. 
 
 

Randy Kim 
Chicago, Illinois 

 
Hello, my name is 
Randy Kim, and I was 
the first one born in 
American on both 
sides of my family. My 
dad’s family was from 
Vietnam but are 
Cambodian, and my 
mom’s side of the 
family are 
Vietnamese. Both 
families had come to 
the United States as 
refugees from the 
Vietnam War and the 
Cambodian genocide 
in the early 80s.  

 
My father was one of 
5 siblings. My father’s 
mother had died 
when my father was 
less than 4 years old. 
As a result, my 
grandfather could not 
care for the family. 
My father and his 
oldest brother Tunh 
were sent to live with 
their uncle in 
Cambodia. The rest of 
the family stayed 
behind with their 
father. As my dad and 
Uncle Tunh were in 
their 20s, the 
Cambodian Killing 
Field era began. Their 
uncle was later killed. 
My dad and uncle 
escaped into Thailand 
and migrated to the 
US.  
 
Eventually, both oft 
hem would help 
sponsor my Uncle 
Sean. However, only 
my aunt who’s the 
oldest in the family, 
and my uncle “Boo: 
who was the youngest 
remained behind in 
Vietnam. My uncle 
Sean, also a US 
Citizen, tried to 
sponsor them for the 
last 20+ years, but 
after years of wasted 
money, endless run 
around, and no 
answer, my uncle’s 
wish never came true.  
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Last November, I 
found out that Boo, 
my youngest uncle 
died of cancer. Many 
of my family 
members, especially 
those that were born 
in the US after me had 
never seen him, and 
the rest of my family 
in Vietnam. To them, 
they should be family, 
but instead, they are 
strangers to one 
another. My aunt still 
remains, but is also 
getting older. I look at 
family albums, and 
there was not one 
picture where all of 
my father’s siblings 
are together. I always 
wondered what my 
family would have 
been like had all of the 
siblings reunited, how 
many memories could 
have been created? 
How much my life and 
my family’s life would 
be impacted by their 
presence? It’s the 
answer that my family 
and I will never be 
able to find out.  
 
I’ve seen too many 
families waiting for an 
answer that will never 
arrive, and I sincerely 
hope that all of our 
families will never be 
forced to wait years 
before they can be 
together again. Our 

families deserve to 
have a photo of their 
loved ones together in 
their photo album, to 
be there in time of 
need, and to not be 
strangers to one 
another.   
 

 
 

Norman Chen 
Chicago, Illinois 

 
I am a proud 
American and have 
been blessed and 
eternally grateful for 
a chance to be born 
in this country.  I know 
this wouldn't have 
been possible if my 
father was not 
allowed to come to 
be reunited with his 
brothers that had 
immigrated 
]beforehand. I also 
know that there are 
many people in this 
world that do not 
have this same luxury. 
They are torn apart 
from their families and 
loved ones because of 

our laws. Many 
circumvent the laws 
to find a better life for 
themselves and their 
families. I know given 
the opportunity in a 
similar situation....I 
would likely do the 
same. We all know 
how important family 
is, how could we not? 
We are a country of 
strong values and 
obligations to oneself 
and family. We are 
built on the foundation 
of an American 
dream, a dream to 
help our children and 
family get a better 
life. Let's help people 
work toward this 
dream. Let's help 
people become actual 
Americans. 
 
 

Eun Young Lee 
Chicago, Illinois 

 
My niece, my cousin’s 
daughter, lives with 
her grandparents. 
Her parents are 
waiting for their 
Green Card. 
No one knows for sure 
how long she’ll have 
to wait to be able to 
live with her parents 
again. 
But until then, the rest 
of the family here in 
the States will do 
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what we can to take 
care of our little 
princess. 
 
 

Sagar Patagundi 
Louisville, 
Kentucky 

 
I was looking for a 
picture of my family. I 
came to realize 
that I don’t have 
any pictures of my 
family together 
since I was at age 
3-4. These past 21 
years of my life 
there has someone 
always that’s been 
missing out of my 
life because of 
immigration issues. 
When I was in India, 
my father was here 
for more than a 
few years to find a 
employer who 
would sponsor him. 
When he did, he 
came back to India 
and got us our 
visas to come to 
the States, I was 
with my family 
from 2002-2005. 
Then in 2005 when my 
father went to get his 
H1-B approved for 
the THIRD time he 
was rejected again 
and revoked his 10 
year multiple visa 
back to the U.S.  
 

I have not seen him, 
or felt his presence 
around me ever since. 
He missed my 
graduation, he missed 
my activities that I 
was involved with in 
high school, he missed 
out on my move in 
day for college. It 
never crossed my 
mind all the things he 

missed out on, and 
how he probably felt 
about it as well till 
recently. There are still 
so many things he will 
probably miss out on, 
it hurts to think about 
it. My college 
graduation? He is 
going to miss out on 

“sigh. Now, last year I 
had to send my mom 
off to take care of my 
dad, I haven’t seen 
my mom since August 
1, 2011. One of the 
hardest things I’ve 
done in my life was 
sending my mom off 
back to India. I 
wouldn’t shed a tear 
in front of her, I had 

to be strong for 
her. When she was 
ready to go 
through TSA she 
put her head down 
and starting crying. 
One of the hardest 
things in life is to see 
a mother cry for 
you. It was 
devastating, it was 
hard for me to see 
her to do that, and 
knowing that I 
won’t see her again 
for god knows how 
long. Well, at least I 
don’t have to 
worry about my 
father anymore.  
 
Me and my 
brothers have 
grown very much 

through this struggle. 
We were pushed out 
into the real world at 
a early age. We had 
to start early to 
mature, and take care 
of ourselves. I 
realized, you can’t just 
sit there and wait on 
something to happen. 



 
 
	  

26	  

If you want anything 
done, then you got to 
get up and make the 
moves yourself. So 
once again, my family 
is torn apart. I’m glad 
I have my brothers 
with me. But the 
empty feeling of my 
parents not being 
here will can never be 
replaced by anything 
right now. I’m waiting 
for that picture of my 
family back together.  
 
 

Cody Schnaufer 
California, 
Maryland 

 
I believe now is the 
time to act on 
comprehensive 
immigration reform. 
My family is not new 
to America, with the 
first of us arriving in 
the 1700's and the 
most recent in the 
1920's, but we have 
never forgotten our 
roots. I think my 
family speaks for most 
American's in our 
belief that immigrants 
are the backbone of 
our nation. I know this 
sounds cliche, but my 
family has never 
forgotten the love of 
this country that 
brought them here or 
the work ethic that 
allowed them to 
flourish; traits that all 

those brave enough 
to come to this 
country share. I also 
know that for anyone 
to succeed they must 
have the support of 
their families. Without 
my family, I would not 
be nearly as 
successful as I am 
today. So as you 
consider how to 
address the critical 
issue of immigration 
reform, please 
remember that no 
man (or woman) is an 
island. For our nation 
to continue being the 
shinning beacon of 
hope we allow know it 
to be, we must:  Keep 
Our Families 
Together!! 
 
 

Sarah Kwon 
California, 

Maryland 
 
I am writing this letter 
to urge you that the 
time is now to pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform. I 
am a daughter of 
immigrant parents, 
who came to this 
country through the 
family visa program.  
My grandma, aunts 
and uncles also came 
to this country 
through family 
petitions. Each one of 
them had tremendous 

impact to my 
childhood and 
upbringing. I don't 
know what I would 
have done without 
them. Family is family. 
We cannot wait any 
longer. Please pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
and stand with 
families.  
 
 

Min Yoo 
Dorchester, 

Massachusetts 
 
My name is Min, I am 
a naturalized Korean 
American, and I 
would like to share a 
little about my story. 
My mother decided 
when she was 
pregnant with me that 
she would rather 
leave her family and 
everything that she 
had ever known to 
make sure that I could 
grow up in a country 
where I would have 
access to all the 
opportunities that she 
had not had. My 
mother's sacrifice has 
given me the 
opportunity to attend 
one of the country's 
elite undergraduate 
institutions (Pomona 
College) as well as the 
Graduate School of 
Education at Harvard 
University. I am 
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currently working for 
the Boston Public 
School system trying 
to ensure a quality 
education for the 
thousands of 
immigrant families in 
Boston.  
 
When I think of where 
I am today, I cannot 
help but marvel not at 
my achievements, but 
rather the inequity 
and the randomness 
of my success. I have 
had the pleasure of 
befriending others in 
the Korean 
community who only 
discovered their lack 
of legal immigrant 
status when they 
turned 18 and were 
trying to join their 
peers in college. This 
is, no doubt, a story 
that you have heard 
before from 
immigrant groups 
across the country. 
We will continue to 
feel the need to share 
these stories with you 
until we have 
comprehensive 
immigration reform. 
We can do better. 
Thank you for taking 
the time to read this 
letter.  
 
 
 
 

 

Tam Duong 
Boston, 

Massachusetts 
 
The U.S. is home to 
millions of immigrants 
who add value and 
diversity to our 
schools and 
workplace. Keep our 
youth and families 
here -- pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year and keep 
families together.  
 
 

Erika Carlsen 
Cambridge, 

Massachusetts 
 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 
 

Sylvia Leung 
Cambridge, 

Massachusetts 
 
I support 
comprehensive 
immigration reform. I 
think we need to 
punishing individuals 
for systemic flaws. 
Comprehensive 
immigration reform is 
needed to make the 

American dream a 
reality.  
 
 

Hannah Kim 
Feikema 

Kentwood, 
Michigan 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. 
We can no loner wait! 
The time is now!!!!!! 
 
 

Alena McNamara 
Minneapolis, 

Minnesota 
 
Please pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. America is a 
country of 
immigrants--
continuing to deny 
certain groups access 
to citizenship is pure 
racism. I urge you to 
do the right thing and 
work to include 
everybody in this 
country. 
 
 

Sheng Lor 
Minneapolis, 

Minnesota 
 
I work with many 
women who are in 
need of immigration 
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helps.  Right now most 
of the women that my 
agency work with are 
young women being 
married to older US 
citizen men and 
getting abuse by them 
once arrived to the 
US.   
 
One story I can share 
is a young woman 
who was sponsored 
by her husband.  One 
year later, she was 
given away by his 
family to a friend of 
the husband for sex 
trafficing.  She later 
was arrested by ICE.  
We and another 
agency were able to 
help her to be release 
from ICE and later 
was able to work.  
 
 

Judy Goodwin 
Flemington, New 

Jersey 
 
I am writing in support 
of comprehensive 
immigration reform. 
As a Korean 
American, I am 
witness regularly to 
families torn apart by 
an archaic 
immigration system. 
Let's be the bastion of 
hope and opportunity 
that we have always 
promised the world to 
be. 
 

 
Shani Shih 

New Milford, New 
Jersey 

 
My name is Shani 
Shih, I am an Asian 
American, and the 
issue of immigration 
reform is one I care 
about deeply. I am 
writing to urge you to 
stand with families 
and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can not 
and should not 
continue to wait when 
so much is on the line. 
Inaction would be a 
moral failure. 
 
Thanks for your time. 
 
 

Wan-Mo Kang 
Princeton, NJ 

 
I became a US citizen 
through family based 
immigration path.  I 
do strongly believe 
that family reunion 
and support for family 
getting together is a 
fundamental value 
that our country 
should respect.  In the 
current immigration 
reform process, I urge 
you to support family 
based immigration 
bill.  Simply it is a 
basic human right 
issue! 

 
 

Nanwon Kang 
Princeton, NJ 

 
Dear Congressman 
Rush Holt, 
 
Hello, we have met 
several times at the 
Korean Community 
Center  of Greater 
Princeton Gala and at 
Princeton Charter 
School, where my two 
boys attended. Today 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families, all over the 
world, family means a 
great deal in our 
hearts, im am sure 
you do also.  I urge 
you as our 
congressman to 
support the stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. This is the 
year for U.S. congress 
to be kinder and pass 
the comprehensive 
immigration reform.  
See you in Princeton, 
Mr. Holt. 
 
 

Tony Choi 
Little Ferry, New 

Jersey 
 
LGBTQ families are 
families too.  I too 
have the dream of 
raising a family in the 
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United States, and the 
narrowness of how 
the new immigration 
bill defines family is 
not fair nor 
representative of 
American values.  
Stand with all families, 
big and small. 
 
 

Craig Byll 
Plainsboro, New 

Jersey 
 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now. 

 
 

Liz  Jang 
Brooklyn, New 

York 
 
My mother emigrated 
to the States to 
escape a 
psychopathic husband 
and oppressive social 
attitudes, boarding 
the plane with 
practically nothing but 
a fanny pack full of 
cash sewed to her 
stomach and her twin 
children clamped to 
either arm. 
You should see her 
smile. It is gorgeous 
and luminous. It is my 

favorite thing about 
both her face and 
mine. 

But she is deceptive 
with all her smiling. 
America is hard for 
her.   
 
People say I only look 
like my mother when 
we’re smiling. But I do 
not know genuine how 
my own smile would 
be if my mother 
wasn’t brave enough 
to come here. 
My mother knows this. 
She is the most 
patriotic person I 
know. 
 
 

Witanto 
Jayaputra 

Brooklyn, New 
York 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. we can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now. 
 
 

Arleen de Vera 
Vestal, New York 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 

this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 
It wasn't that long ago 
when US immigration 
laws prevented Asian 
American families 
from reunifying.  My 
father had to wait 
decades before he 
could marry and 
could bring over 
family members from 
the Philippines.  My 
family remembers 
what it was like to 
suffer under unfair 
and cumbersome 
immigration laws.  
Those laws were 
rewritten in a spirit of 
hope and fairness.  
Maintain that spirit, 
and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
now! 
 
 

Sarah Shin 
Valley Stream, 

New York 
 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 

Vapaw Lor 
Salisbury, North 

Carolina 
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I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 
 

Christian Aldana 
Columbus, Ohio 

 
I am a US Citizen, I 
was born here and 
thus have all the rights 
and privileges that 
citizenship of this 
great nation entitles 
you to. 
However, I have spent 
the majority of my life 
outside of America, 
moving from country 
to country every time 
my father's company 
transferred him. I 
have not spent much 
time in American 
society, I did not 
receive an American 
education, and there 
is much about 
American culture and 
history that I do not 
know. 
 
And yet there are 
millions of people (11 
million) who live and 
breathe America, who 
have spent their lives 
contributing to 
American society and 
ascribing to American 

beliefs and ideals. 
How is it that these 
people, who by 
definition are far 
more American than I, 
do not have 
citizenship? Why is it 
that families are being 
separated? Families 
who intend to build 
their lives in America 
and spend their time 
and effort 
contributing to the 
American economy 
and society? That 
does not make sense 
to me. 
 
I am thankful 
everyday for my 
American citizenship. I 
am grateful that I can 
be a part of this 
country. I am writing 
to urge you to stand 
with families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform. 
The time is now, we 
can no longer wait. 
 
 

Soo Hee Kwon 
Tigard, Oregon 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 
 

Jay Kwon 
Tigard, Oregon 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 

John Kwon 
Tigard, Oregon 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
 
 

Irina Laghidze 
Lansdale, 

Pennsylvania 
 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. Please add 
to the immigration 
reform legislation a 
new class of visas so 
that US citizens/LPRs 
can sponsor their 
relatives to come visit 
their family in the US. 
Or expand the V visa 
to also apply to those 
family members that 
only want to visit, and 
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not immigrate. Many 
of us are suffering 
years of separation 
not just because of 
immigration backlogs, 
but because our 
family members are 
not even able to visit 
for a short time. The 
system is broken in 
many places. We can 
no longer wait! The 
time is now.  

 
 

Chungsoo J. Lee 
Hungtingdon 

Valley, 
Pennsylvania 

 
Please support the 
comprehensive 
immigration reform.  I 
came to the US at 14 
along with my brother 
and parents.  We all 
had wonderful new 
life in American and 
have contributed to 
American society.  We 
are not a threat to the 
way of life in America 
but an enhancement.  
A comprehensive 
reform will help 
America greatly. 
 
 

Jay Zo 
Dallas, Texas 

 
I am a first generation 
immigrant from 
Korea, and have lived 
here almost half 
century, studying, 

working in a 
corporation position, 
and now retired life 
helping educational 
and cultural 
programs.  
 
As a citizen of USA, I 
strongly urge you to 
pass a comprehensive 
immigration law this 
year; it is not only 
morally right but also 
legally justifiable 
behavior as a proud 
nation in the world. 
The labor forces in 
our country has to 
met one way or 
another to maintain 
our social stability. We 
have to recognize the 
contributions of most 
of undocumented 
people in this country. 
 
 

Yvonne Lee 
Salt Lake City, 

Utah 
 
I am a first generation 
Korean immigrant 
woman. My husband 
and I have had our 
marriage life in this 
country for over 35 
years. We raised two 
sons here with all of 
our best in our love 
and daily prayers 
which were basically 
dedicated to our sons 
for their well-being as 
good persons and 
proud citizens of this 

country. For their sake 
and for the sake of all 
the second and third 
generation 
immigrants, we have 
also prayed for this 
nation to be socially 
safe, culturally proud, 
emotionally healthy, 
morally upright, and 
politically correct and 
just country since we 
parents were the 
reason for their life to 
root in this country as 
our offspring. And I 
know our two sons 
and their families have 
appreciated our life in 
this vision as they 
were not the ones 
who chose to be born 
and live here as 
American citizens. 
 
I trust that you, your 
parents and your 
children and maybe 
other family members 
as well--- all 
appreciate, honor 
and value greatly 
your own family bond 
as we immigrants do. 
 
Please take heart and 
make a right decision 
by passing a 
comprehensive 
immigration law right 
now. I trust that it is 
exactly what your 
heart will take a 
delight and a pride 
ultimately about you, 
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your family and about 
this nation. 
 
With great respect, I 
and all my family 
sincerely appreciate 
your work done/ to 
be done for the 
quality life, health and 
wellness of all 
Americans. 
 
Blessings and Peace. 
 

 

 
Eun-sang Lee 

Salt Lake City, 
Utah 

 
I'm a first generation 
immigrant from South 
Korea and a 
naturalized citizen of 
the United States. I'm 
a United Methodist 
minister serving a 
vibrant multi-ethnic 
multi-cultural 
congregation which 
includes many 
immigrants and 
refugees from some 
twenty-five countries 

all over the globe. I 
am daily inspired by 
their aspirations and 
hard work that enrich 
our nation. I also 
witness firsthand how 
our broken 
immigration system 
exert hardship and 
strain on their families. 
I strongly urge you to 
do all you can to pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
that strengthens our 
families which in turn 
will strengthen our 
country. The time is 
now. Please rise 
above the wasteful 
political stalemate 
and take courageous 
stance to usher in the 
future oru nation 
deserve. Thanks. 
 
 

Aracely 
Chinchilla 

Herndon, Virginia 
 
I live here when I was 
a kid I came back and 
I am here I have lived 
he more then in my 
country I want to be 
an AMERICAN we 
cant wait anymore 
please support a 
realistic pathway to 
citizenship that is 
humane and just.  
 
 
 
 

Ho-Joon Lim 
Kirkland, 

Washington 
 
I am writing this letter 
to urge you to 
support 
comprehensive 
immigration reform. 
Many immigrants are 
hardworking people 
and they have been 
one of the greatest 
assets to this great 
nation throughout her 
history. As an 
immigrant and a child 
of an immigrant 
family who has been 
living in this country 
over twenty years, I 
know this very well 
and I can’t emphasize 
enough how 
important it is to have 
the reform not just to 
do the right thing but 
also to make this 
nation into even 
greater nation.  
My parents have 
worked very hard 
every day to make 
sure my brother and I 
receive a good 
education ever since 
my family came to 
this country. Through 
their hardworking, we 
both have received a 
good education (we 
are the first college 
graduates from our 
family), and today I 
have my own family 
with the career at one 
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of the best software 
companies in the 
world. I am telling my 
family’s immigration 
story to you because I 
believe this is one of 
many great things 
that immigrants can 
achieve and 
contribute to this 
country through the 
reform. This country 
has been known as 
the land of the 
opportunity and the 
reform will realize this 
opportunity into the 
greatness to both 
immigrants and this 
nation. 
The immigration 
reform is morally right 
thing to do, but not 
without benefit to this 
nation. Hard working 
immigrants are one of 
the greatest assets 
that this nation has the 
advantage over other 
nations. I urge you, 
again, to support 
comprehensive 
immigration reform. 
 
 

Erin Jones 
Wheeling, West 

Virginia 
 
I am not an 
immigrant, but I can 
tell you that 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
would make me 

proud to be an 
American. 
 

 
Lisa Deneckere 

Madison, 
Wisconsin 

 
I am writing to urge 
you to stand with 
families and pass 
comprehensive 
immigration reform 
this year. We can no 
longer wait! The time 
is now.  
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